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REV. Chap. II. part of Verſ:ix O. 
Be thou faithful unto Death, and 1 


will give thee a Crown of Life. 


HESE Words were ſpoken to the 
f Angel of the Church of Smirna, 
by him, who is the Firſt and the 
Laſt, who was Dead and 1s Alive, v. 8. When 
he forewarn'd him, and thoſe who were un- 
der his Care, of the great Troubles that 
ſhould befal them : But they are applicable 
to evecy particular Chriſtian, whenever God 
brings him into ſuch Circumſtances, as there 
ſhall be occaſion for him to ſhew his Fidelity. 
Wherefore, ſince God, who is graciouſly 
us'd to enforce his Commands by Examples, 
has given us an Eminent Example. of this 
Virtue, in that Great and Good Man whom 
he has now called to his. Reward ; that we 
may; make a right ule of it, in order to our 
obeying the Command in the Text, and be 
Rewarded our elves, accordingly ; 1 ſhall 
Ii! 1 
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I. In what reſpects, and how far a good 
- » Chriſtian is requir'd to be Faithful. 
II. By what means this Faithfulneſs may 
| beft be obtain'd and preſerv'd. | 
III. The Greatneſs of its Reward, and 
upon what Accounts we may be aflur'd | 
of it. R | 
I. In what Reſpects, Nc. The firſt thing 
wherein a good Chriſtian is requir'd to be 
Faithful, is, in adhering ſteadily to the Fun- 
damental Principles of his Holy Religion: 
Let him ſearch diligently, and conſider ma- 
turely what and why, He is to believe, 
and then fix firmly there; not to be 
mov'd by any Hopes or Fears, but always 
ready to Profeſs and Defend it, with 
well-temper'd Zeal, Humility and Charity; 
as well againſt the Allurements of Worldly 
Intereſt, as againſt the Contempt and Scorn if 
of haughty Infidehty. 2 4 

*T was our Bleſſed Lord himſelf that gave 
us this Command, Be thou faithful unto death 
Faithful unto him who dy'd himſelf in ſuch 
a manner for us; and unto thoſe Doctrine 
which he has entruſted us withal in his Holy 
Scriptures ; A little before he had ſaid, I 
know the Blaſphemy of them which ſay they art 
Jews, and are not, but are the Synagogue of js 

TOE ho 
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Tho''the State of the Chriſtian Church 
is deſcrib'd in this Book, yet that being to 
ſucceed the Jewiſh, and to make what was 
ſaid concerning it more intelligible and ac- 
ceptable to that People, we find ſeveral Allu- 
ſions here to the twelve Tribes; the City and 
Temple of Jeruſalem; and not only ſo, but 
the Criſtians are call'd Jews, and the Church 
the Synagogue : Therefore, when our Savi- 
our ſpeaks here of ſuch as ſaid they were 
Jews, but were not, but of the Synagogue 
of Satan; he means ſuch as pretended to be 
good Chriſtians, but were indeed the great- 
eſt Enemies of the Church of Chriſt ; and 
by their Blaſphemy, he ſeems to point out 
thoſe particularly, who deny'd his Divine 
Nature, and corrupted the Fundamentals of 
the Chriſtian Faith; ſuch as Simon Magus, 
Cerynt bus, Wc. whoſe Errors had ſpread into 
the Leſſer 4 ta, and were the occaſion of 
St. John's Writing his Firſt Epiſtle, before 
he did this Book, and his Goſpel foon after. 
© By what Artifices has the great Enemy of 
Mankind'endeavour'd their Deſtruction in all 
Apes! Before the coming of the Holy Jeſus, 
he found it in vain to attempt to extinguiſh 


the Notion of a God : This was ſo agreeable 
to Human Nature, that where-ever Tradi- 
| tion 


(6) 
tion ptopos d it, Reaſon embrac'd it readi- 
ly ; nay, oſten ſtruck it out of itſelf, with-: 
out any aſſiſtance from the other; therefore 
he corrupted Mankind, by ſeeming to con- 
cur with them; allowing not only one God, 
but teaching them that there Were many; 
and then drove them to ſuch extremes of 
Superſtition and Licentiouſneſs, that ſome 
offered up their Children, or themſelves to 
their Gods (too cloſely imitated by the de- 
ſtructive Auſterities, ſo much boaſted of by 
our modern Idolaters) and others ſet up their 
Vices for Deities, and then Sacrific'd to them 
in their ſeveral kinds; ſo naturally does 
Lewdneſs and Idolatry ſupport one another. 

But when our Bleſſed Saviour came to 
deſtroy theſe Works of the Devil, and gave 
ſuch Commands for Holineſs. of Life, back d 
with ſuch motives of Gratitude and Love, 
and ſuch a certainty of Eternal Reward, as 
proceeded from the belief of his being Gad 
manifeſt in the Fleſo: The pradlical Com- 
mands of the Goſpel were too Excellent, for 
the Devil to attack them; the benefit of iſ 
them too plain, the juſtice of them too ev 
dent to the meaneſt Capacities, to inſinuate 
any thing to their difad vantage: Therefore, 
he endeavour to inyaljdate, the Teſtiwerf 
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of the Holy, Jeſus, to leſſen the merits of 
his Death, to overthrow the nobleſt motive 
of our Gratitude, Love and Obedience, by 
S denying him to be God: But ſtill he artful- 
= ly allow'd the Excellency of the morality. of 
BI the Goſpel, tho' he cut away the chief Props 
and Supports of it: and accordingly in al! 
Ages, even to this Day, they that deny the 
Divinity of the Son of God, and that ſtrike 
the deepeſt at the very foundations of Chri- 
ſtianity, ſtill talk the loudeſt of Morality. 
Such were theſe in all probality, who, in 
che Church. of Snyrna pretended to be Chri- 
ſtians, by the goodneſs of their Lives, tho 
they were guilty at the ſame time of- the 


Ef greateſt Blaſphemies, and diſcover'd them- 
ſelves to be of the Synagogue of Satan, by 
their Malice and Oppoſition, by their Ca- 
lumnies and Miſ-reprefentations, their Di- 


ſputes and Contentions, which ended at laſt 
in the great Trouble and Affliction of that 
Church. And therefore, how neceſſary was 
lit that the Holy Jeſus himſelf ſhould give 
thoſe who were Cbriſtians indeed, this Warn- 
ing to prepare them to be upon their guard, 
and to ſhew their Fidelity to their great 
Maſter; in doing their Duty, in continuing 
firm and ſteady to the true Faith 1 
ſhoul 
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ſhould befal them; by theſe Words, Be tho 
faithful unto” Death.” Whither this ſignifies 
violent Death only, or the whole courſe of 
a Life of Sorrow: and Affliction, till Death 
ſnhould come, tho? perhaps it wou'd be long 
firſt, is uncertain; all that is mention'd juſt 
before, is only Impriſonment, and that too 
but for a limited yes mo the Devil fball 
ca ſome of jou into Priſon, that ye may be tritd, 
. 640 1 ae ten u. "Bur ſup- 
poſing it was to the moſt violent Death, that 
they were requir'd here to be Faithful. Vet] 
unleſs a C briftian be, faithful to his Lord in 
leſſer Troubles, there is no great likelihood 
that he will be ſo in greater. 
But it is no ſmall Teſt of Fidelity, for af 
Chriftian to maintain his Faith unblemith'd, 
and unalterable in the midſt of d perverleſ 
and adulterate Generation, when the Divi- 
nity of his Redeemer ſhall be denyd with 
Scorn and Inſolence, when new Sects thall 
Apring up and pretend to Miracles and Ia. 
Apiration; when the immortality of the Soil 
ſnall be openly diſown'd; when Atheiſm 
Deiſm and Lewdneſs ſhall be ſcattered from 
the Preſs every day, and maintain'd and img 
prov'd in common Converſation ;'when Trou 
bles and Incertainties beſet him on every ſidei 


Hovl 
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How difficult! and therefore how glorious is it! 
for a good Chriſtian, amidſt all this noiſe of dif- 
ferent Opinions, and all the Artifices, the Threats 
and Promiſes of divided Intereſt, to go on calm- 
ly and ſteddily in his Duty 5 To hold faſt the Pro- 
ſeſſion of bis Faith, without wavering, Heb. 10: 23. 
and be at the ſame time true to himſelf, and 
faithful to his God. 

But if this is the Duty of every Perſon, it is fo 
more particularly, of thoſe who are intruſted with 
the word of Life, and bound to diſpenſe it faith- 
fully to others. For how can this ever be done un- 
lets they adhere to it wo 2 themſelves ? this 
St. Paul requires ſtrictly of I rmothy, 2 Ep. 1 cap. 
v. 13. Hold faſt the form of ſound words which' thou 

8 haſt heard of me, in Faith and Love which is in Chriſt 
„Je ſus: In Faith and Love; how remarkably are 
WW theſe two join'd together, and therefore how 
much are they miſtaken, who fear that their Fi- 

delity in ſuch Caſes ſhould be prejudicial to their 
uy Charity. Alas! it is impoſhble to bold faf our 
. Charity long, unleſs we bold fag that form of ſound 
wa 7/ords, upon which our Faith, and in that our 
ml Fidelity is grounded: For as it is through Faith 
alone that the love of Jeſus ſhines out to glori- 
ouſly upon the Soul, ſo it is through the ſame 
only, that it can be reflected upon our Neigh- 
bour : That very Integrity which a Man ſhews 
when he is faithful to his * , 1s the. ground of 
„ 
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( 10 ) 
the ſincerity of his love to his Brother ; whereas 
he that is falſe to God can never be true to Man; 
but will be found an Hypocrite to both, notwith- | 
ſtanding all his pretences to Religion, and his cry- 
ing Peace, Peace, where there is no Peace, nor ever 
can be; becauſe the Fountain of Peace whether 
it regards our ſelves or others, is a good Conſciense, 
and that can iſſue from Integrity alone: 
And when thi poſſeſſes the Heart, and makes it Þ 
faithful to God; The Spirit of Peace deſcends | 
from above, and bleſſes the upright Man, with Þ 
Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, Humility and Love; and | 
that too in ſuch vaſt abundance, that they muſt I 
needs flow over towards all that are near them. | 
Wherefore, Holy Brethren, partakers of the Hea- i 
venly Calling, conſider the Apodle and High Pres 
of our Profeſſion, Chrif Feſus, who was faithful to 
m that appointed him, faithful in the diſcharge Þ 
of his Prophetical Office; and faithful in ſuffering Þ 
all, that belong'd to the Sacerdotal ; as alſo Moſes 
was faithful in all bis Houſe. — According to that 
degree of I ruſt repos'd in him: But as the] 
Apoſtle ſays afterwards, Moſes verily was faith. 
ful in all by houſe as a Servant. — But Christ as 4 
Son over his own houſe, whoſe houſe are we, if we hold 
fa} the confidence, and the re joicing of the hope firm 
unto the end, 3d chap. Hebrews, 1.2. &c. Thus 
after the Example of his great Maſter, was that | 
Servant of Chriſt, whom he has now taken to] 
him- 


0 

(ay 
himſelf ; faithful in the diſcharge of his Office, 
in Preaching the Word of God and admini- 
ſtring his Holy Sacraments, as 1s well known, 
and mult be gratefully remembred in the ſeveral 
Stations where he was concern'd : And how long 
did he ſtruggle with his Infirmities, to be 6 ! 
notwithſtanding he grew {till weaker by degrees, 

et As the Hart, tired with the purſuit of the 
M and parched with ſcorching Thirſt, 
pants after the Water- Brooks, fo did his faithful 7.42.1. 2. 
Soul, tho' preſsd hard by bodily Iufirmities, pant 
the more after his God: How did he thirſt for 
God, for the Living God ! How impatiently did 
he long to come and appear before God, and to 
miniſter to him in his Holy Temple! 1 queſtion 
not but there are many here, who have *» 
oblery'd with what great Pains and | *atr.Staynoe wa for 
Trouble“ he has labour'd to get Bp a deen chu fm „. 
to this Place; and have been aftoniſh- 29p#* in Warwick rout 


to by Pew, from mwrence | 


ed afterwards, to hear ſuch lively force . 
of Reaſon in all that he ſaid, and to 4 Tahir; by the be 
find ſuch active vigour of the Soul, in 2 Oo 
lo decaying a Body ; and when his 
Weakneſs and Diſtempers increas'd upon him af- 
terwards, one of his greateſt troubles, was, his 
being wholly diſabled from giving this Publick 
Evidence of his Love and Care of his Pariſh, and 
of his Fidelity to his God. 
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(12 ) 

But he was alſo Faithful after the Example of 
his Blefled Lord to him that appointed bim. 

2. In his great Patience, and Submiſſion, his 
Conſtancy and Reſignation, under fo many long | 
and painful Diſtempers, as ſe1z'd upon him one 
after another, and ſometimes all together. 

As Life is the gift of God, fo whatever the | 
condition of it is, is the effect of his Providence: 
the great end for which Life was given, was to 
ſet forth God's Glory ; this may be done in ſome 
meaſure in every ſtate of Life; but the worſe | 
that ſtate is, the greater the Evils of it are, and | 
the better we ſupport them, the more do we ſet i 
forth God's Glory, and the more demonſtrate | 
our Fidelity to him. | 9 

But of all temporal Evils, thoſe are greateſt | 
which come neareſt to us, and bring Lie in 
danger; ſuch as painful and tormenting Diſeaſes: | 
theſe the Devil depended upon, when he cou'd | 
not ſhake Job's Integrity, by the ſudden Loſs of 
his great Poſſeſſions, and of all his Children; But | 

ut forth thine hand, ſaith he to God, and touch bu i 
* and his fleſh, and he will curſe tbee to thy Face, 
Job 2. 5. Alas! how many actually do fo every 
day? how many Curſe and Blaſpheme in the be- 
ginning of very moderate Pains; and when theſe 
grow to any height, force death upon themſelves, 
in defyance and rebellion againſt God? 


| 
| 
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There! 
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There are ſeveral degrees of being faithful to 
W God ; to be ſo againſt the current practice of the 
World, to be ſo againſt Pleaſure and Intereſt ; 
to. be ſo in ſpight of Calumny and Diſgrace, in 
ſpight of Poverty it ſelf, is very much; to be faith- 
ful unto violent Death, to reſiſt unto Blood ſeems 
the utmoſt Teſt of our Fidelity : But there are 
others ſure which come up very near to this; for 
= what is Death but the ſeparation of the Soul and 
Body? but if this be caugd by violence, it can- 
not be very long, and the moment of that ſepa- 
ration can have but little Pain: It is what Death 
leaves behind it, the ghaſtly Image of a lump of 
Clay, all pale and motionleſs ; that ſtrikes a 
kind of horror into humane Nature; not unne- 
ceſſary for the Principle of Self-preſervation ; 
but there is nothing ſo very dreadful in Death it 
Self! unleſs, we conſider it as the paſſage to 
Eternal Miſery : When we conſider it as the paſ- 
f {ſage to Eternal Happineſs, it is no great Teſt of a 
Man's Conſtancy and Fidelity, to ſubmit to it pa- 
Wtiently ; eſpecially when weary'd with the mi- 
ſeries of humane Life. 


i But when a Man finds himſelf to be a particu- 
6. lar Inſtance of humane Wy : When from vi- 
ſe Mgorous and active Health he ſinks of a ſudden in- 


to extream Weakneſs ; when {ſeveral Diſtempers 
get ground of him by degrees, and gnaw and 


corrode the tendereſt Parts; When the Body is 
ere ; -_ fora 
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* torn by ſharpeſt Pains, and rackt with frequent 


ſtrainings, or faints in cold Sweats, or falls in- 
to Convulfions, and no interval gives any hopes 
either of Life or Death; but only affords ſome lit- 
tle ſtrength to ſuffer more; when Death has | 
often promis'd Relief, and feem'd to be approach- Þ 
ing from ſeveral ways at once, yet has itill re- 
tir d again, and ſtill deceiv'd; what muſt it be 
for a Man in ſuch a condition to poſſeſs bis Soul in 
Patience? Then, certainly it ff to reſiſt 
Wiſhes for Death, than the Terrors of it at other] 
times, and therefore not to murmur or repine 
in ſuch circumſtances, not to be paſſionate or pee-i 
viſh; but meek, humble and reſign'd, is a greater 
Teſt of Fidelity, than is often 3 in Death it ſelf 
If good People upon juſt hopes of their Sal. 
vation, and contemplation upon the Joys of Hea- 
ven; have, even in the midft of Health, Eaſe, | 
Plenty, and whatever this World can afford them, 
long d to be diſſolv d and to be it hriſt; and labourd 
under ſome ſort of diſquiet and diſſatisfaction 
until they were ſo; what mult it be for one whoſ 
might juſtly have the ſame hopes, to be detained 
from thoſe Joys, by continual Sorrows, and yet 
be ſtill contented he is ſo! how vaſt a difference 
is there between dying Once to live for Ever, and 
living in ſuch a condition, as to be many Year 
a dying! And therefore to be Faithful unto. death 
in this ſenſe; to continue ſteadily in our Duty, : 
the 


( 15 ) 


N the ſame Faith, the ſame Obedience, tho Death 
removes ftill farther and farther off; to wait 
S God's Pleaſure barten and be willing to ſuffer 


Lie amidſt the greateſt 


orments: this ſuremuſt 
have its particular Reward ; and may we not 
think that it is to Men of ſuch Sorrows, and 


© who have been ſo long acquainted with ſo much 


Grief, That ſhall be apply'd in particular, well 


die thou good and faithful Servant, enter thou into 
| the Joy of t 1. Lord, Matt. 25. 21. 


This I do not queſtion but this faithful Ser- 


TE vant of Chriſt has found; whoſe Miſeries and 


E whoſe Patience have been much the ſame that 
have been ſpeaking of. . 

= But ſince ſuch faithfulneſs muſt be ſo acceptable 
E unto God: before I come to diſcourſe upon the 
E Reward which attends it, it will be convenient 


5 ſhew, Wy 
MB 11. By what means it may beſt be obtain'd and 
"ol preſerv'd. ” | 
dug Both which may be done by obſerving the 
bo Rules following. 

el i. By remembring that our Bleſſed Redeemer 
vais always preſent to his faithful Servants: the 
* lame Jeſus, tho” fitting, as to his glority'd Body, 
mug at the right hand of Power, to interceed for us 
ju above, is preſent by his Holy Spirit, to aſſiſt us in 
call our neceſſities below: *tis he that governs that 
15 World which he Created and came to Redeem, 


that 


e . 


(16 ) 
that is the Head of his Church, the chief corner 
Stone (tho' ſo much ſet at nought by our modern 
Builders) upon which the whole depends, both 
as to its Strength and Beauty; and ſince he vouch- 
ſaf'd to ſuffer ſuch a Death, to ſave us; how cin 
it be doubted but he will guide and protect us 


thro? this World, till we obtain that Salvation in 


the next? Alas! ſhall we miſtruſt his Providence, 
when we own ſuch wondrous Inſtances of his 
Love; or (hall we refuſe to wait the methods of it 
by our ingrateful Murmurs,or ftriveto run before 
it, by any baſe Artifices of our own? | 
2. Another Rule to beobſerv'd to this purpoſe, 
is the Securing carefully a good Conſcience : Ifa 
Man be conſcious to himſelf that he has by his 
Wickedneſs forfeited that Inheritance which 
Chriſt purchaſed for him; what truſt or depen- 
dance can he have upon God? every Evil that be- 
fals him, will be thought to be the fore-runner of 
Eternal Puniſhment, and then his Doubts and 
Fears may end at laſt in deſpair : But if nothing 


| accuſes a Man from within; he cannot look upon 


any Sickneſs or Calamity whatſoever, as an argu- 
ment of God's Wrath, but will rather hope that 
it may be an effect of his Love for Whom the Lord 
loveth he chaſtneth, and ſcourgeth every Sou am be 
receiveth, Hebrews 12. 6. a 
3. Another means whereby we may preſerve 
our Integrity and Fidelity to God in extreamAt- 
| flictions 


© 1,» 
flictions is to meditate upon the Sufferings of 
Chriſt Jeſus.” How great a Strength and Support 
muſt it be, in any Danger and Ad verſity, in any 
Grief or Pain, to look unto the great Author and 
Finiſßer of our Faitb, ho for the Joy that was ſet be- 
fore him, the Joy of delivering ſo many Souls 
from Eternal Torments , endured the Croſs, deſpi- 
ſing the Shame : Endured patiently for us; far 
greater Pain than we can ever ſuffer, far greater 
Shame than ever we can beexpos'd to for his ſake, 

et after all, 4 ſet down at the right Hand of the 
brone of God, Heb. 12. 2. O let us conſider him that 
endured ſuch contradiction, (alas! how mild a word 
does the Spirit of Peace make ufe of here?) ſuch 
contradic tion of Sinner 1 and then 
ſure whatever our Affliction is, we ſhall never be 
wearied and faint in our Minds. | 
4. Another way to obtain and preſerve this 
Faithfulneſs to God, is to implore the aſſiſtance of 
his Holy Spirit, by frequent and fervent Prayer : 
for that Bleſſed Spirit 1s the comforter of good 
Mens Sorrows, is the enlivener of their Faith, 
the confirmer of their Hope, and the ſupport 
and guide of their Charity; he is their gracious 
Advocate with the Father, and rejoices to he 
-concern'd in behalf: of the Faithful ; and there- 
fore we need not fear to ask it, nor doubt but 


5 


that we ſhall obtain it. 
| NF.” os Sea With | | 
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for a City which bath foundations, whoſe builder and 


ſaid that he had reſpect unto the rec 


the Friend, the other of the Servant of God, by | 


the Apoſtles comforted the Primitive Chriſtians, 


the Heavrus open, in the midſt of his Sufferings, au | 
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5. Another Thing which contributes very 
much to the preſerving our Fidelity towards 


God in all Extremities, is the conſideration of 
that Reward which Chrift hath purchaſed for us. 

'T was this ſupported Abrabam in the Troubles 
which he met withal when He ſojaurned in «frag 6 
Land, dwelling in T abernacles with Iſaac and Jacob 
the berrs with him of the ſame Promiſe, for he look'd | 


maker 1 God, Heb, 1 1. 9, 10. And of Moſes it is 


_— ce of | 
Reward, v.26. which is remarkably expreſt: and | 
therefore tho ſome Enthuſiaſts have diſparag i 
theſe Conſiderations as mercenary ; no one ought 
to be aſham'd of ſuch Motives to his Duty, as 
* the Fidelity of theſe two Holy Men, 
to ſuch a degree, that one deſerv'd the Title of | 


way of Eminence and Diſtinction. 1113 
It was with the proſpect of this Reward, that 


and ſupported themſelves in thoſe cruel and 
bloody Deaths which they were expos'd to; it 
was for this cauſe that the firſt Martyr Stephen ja 


the Syn of Manu ſtanding on the 4 7 hand of God, rea- 
dy to receive him to his Reward immediately, and i 
he reſigns himſelf accordingly, in humble afſur- 
ance ot it, ſaying, Lord TFeſus receive my Spirit. 8 
. Thele 
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Theſe were the things which enabled this Ser- 
vant of Chriſt, to continue faithful unto Death; 
and by the laſt of theſe, 1 am led naturally, to 
the next part of this Diſcourſe. 
HI. To confider the greatneſs of this Reward, 
and upon what accounts thoſe that are Faithful, 


. maybe aſſured of it. ill give thee a Crown of Life, 


Thete Words ſeem to imply, that the faithful 


Y fhou'd partake of this Benefit immediately; that 
if they were faithful, but unto Death! no more 


ſhou'd be requir'd afterwards ; no place of pur- 


gation ſhould remain ; by this alſo ſeems to be 


imply'd, that the Soul ſnou d not be diſſolv d with 
the Body, or remain inſenſible until the day of 


| Judgment. 


Not that this Reward is granted ypon any 


claim of Merit; alas! the worſt of our Sufferings 
are as far from this, as the beſt of our Actions; 


for our greateſt Afflictions are but light as to their 


Nature, and but for a moment as to their duration: 


if compar'd with that exceeding. and eternal weight 
of Glory, which that Crown conſiſts of; and there- 


fore tho they may work this out for us, make 


way for our obtaining it, thro God's Mercy and 
the Sufferings of our Redeemer; yet they can ne- 
ver merit it for us, no, it is thro? his free Giſt alone 
that we can receive it. I will give thee a Crown of 
Life: not the leſs free for being thus promis'd 
becauſe it was of his free Will only, that this Pro- 
3 miſe 


Cs. 
miſe was made; and tho this Promiſe be condi- 
tional, yet thoſe conditions, are at the beſt ſo im- 
perfectly performed, as ſtill to ſtand very much 
in need of God's free Goodneſs and Mercy: Ne- 
vertheleſs upon our Fidelity to our great Maſter. 


we may beaflur'd of obtaining it, becauſe he alfo 
3s faithful that hath thus promiſed ; and he alone 
hath merited the Right and Power of beſtowing | 
it, by his own Sufferings upon the Croſs. | 
And O how ineſtimable is the Reward that at- 
tends agen our Integrity and Fidelity! Be 
thou fanthful unto Death, and I will give thee a Crown 
of Lafe. Of Liſe, hom emphatical is that! not only 
as oppos'd to Death, but to all the Miferies of 
Human Life ? which are often ſo very great (as 
hath been ſhewn) that our wretched Being, here, 
may rather be called Death than Life; according 
to that admirable Reflexion of even an Heathen 
Author, Tis Sb « To Ziv pÞ i x Sure, Vc. ( Eur ip.) 
who knows, ſays he, but that what we call Liv- 
ing, may not be more properly term'd Dying, and 
what we call Dying, rather the beginning to Live; 
a Chriſtian cou'd have afſur'd him that this was 
certainly ſo; becauſe Death is nothing to him, 
but the paſſage to Life Eternal; to Joys unſpeak- 
able and full of Glory; and theſe too, ſtill pro- 
portionable to thoſe Sufferings which good Men 


are expos'd to, and their being found Faithful/ 
in ſuch Circumſtances. 
Whe 


2 
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= Whether the Crown of Life promis'd here, 
g gnifies endleſs Happineſs or no, is not very ma- 
terial; it is certain the Happineſs of Heaven is 
Eternal: But what is here meant, is rather that 
degree of Glory to which the Faithful ſhall be ex- 
Lalted when they ſhall reign with Chriſt. Some 
have thought that this Crown belong'd to Martyrs 
Wonly ; far be it from me to detract in the leaſt from 
the Glory of thoſe Bleſſed Saints, who laid down 
their Lives for the Teſtimony of Jeſus, not ac- 
Ycepting of Deliverance, not accepting of Wealth 
and Honour, which were often offer d them with 
their Lives, would they have been in the leaſt 
unfaithful to their God: But ſince St. Qyprian, 
who was himſelf a Martyr, tells us (de exbortat. 
nmartyrii) in Perſecutione, Militia; in Pace, Con- 
leientia coronatur; that is, ſuch a firm Integrity 
Jof the Soul, as is ready to ſuffer, although not 
actually call'd to it: Since he, I ſay, aſſures us 
ff this, we may ſuppoſe, that tho? not the ſame 
Reward, yet one very near to it,ſhall be beſtow'd 
vn thoſe who have long ſuffer'd the greateſt Tor- 
tures; who, tho? it was not left to their choice 
hether they would ſuffer or no, yet concurr'd . 
Putifully with the Will of God, and continued 
laithful to him, till Death at laſt reliev'd and diſ- 
harg d them: Theſe certainly ſhall alſo have. 
ber Crown of Life. / mm. 
And this we may be the rather perfuaded of, 
we conſider, not only the Fidelity of ſuch Per- 
ſons, 


( 22.) 
ſons, who bear ſuch Sufferings well ; but alfo | 
how very much their Souls are 1improv'd while | 
they do ſo; and how many Heavenly Graces | 
ſpring up and flouriſh in the midſt of the greateſt | 
Afflictions. | | 
The beft way to ſupport our Fidelity, and to 
improve our ſelves, is to confider attentively our 
Saviour's Sufferings ; but a Soul inur'd to Health 
and Proſperity, cannot bear the Thoughts of 
ſuch dreadful things : It mult ſuffer it ſelf before i 
it can conceive what its Gracious Redeemer ſuf. 
fer'd for it : Our Faith cannot be improv'd to 
the height by meer Reflection, but ſomething of | 
Senſation is neceſſary to aſſiſt it in this Caſe; and] 
we muſt take up our Saviour's Croſs our ſelves, 
in ſomeAffliction or other, before we can know am 
thing of the Weight of it; before we can guels ſi 
at thoſe Sorrows which He underwent,when He 
made His _ Soul an Offermg for Sin: And] 
when our Faith is thus quickned and enliven'dſ 
we may from his Meekneſs and Patience in his 
Sufferings, learn Humility and Refignation in 
our own: Thus the Soul may be unprov'd at the. 
ſame time that it gives the greateſt Demonſtrat!- 
on of its being Faithful to its God ; and therefore 
certainly the Reward that attends it ſhall be the 
greater upon this Account alſoo. 
Thus have I gone thro' what I propos d at thi 
beginning; and ſhew'd,in what reſpects, and 1 
1 


( 23 ) 
far a good Chriſtian is requir'd to be Faithful; 
By what means this Faithfulneſs may beſt be ob- 
tain'd and preſerv'd ; The Greatneſs of its Re- 


ward ; and upon what Accounts the Faithful 
may be aſſur'd of it. 


From what has been ſaid, ſeveral Inferences 


may be drawn. 


1. If our Faithfulneſs to God in adhering ſted- 


| dily to our Holy Religion, fhall have its parti- 


I cular Reward ; then we may reaſonably conclude, 
chat any Unfaithfulneſs of this kind will have its 
particular Puniſhment ; and if fo, how careful 
© {hould we be of being Indifferent, in any impor- 
tant Point of our Belief, and of giving Offence, 
er affording Excuſes to others, while we are ſo ? 


2. If Fidelity appears more gloriouſly, the 
greater Mens Sufferings or Afflictions are, and 


ſhall be rewarded accordingly : then how much 


are they to be condemn'd, who are ſo little con- 


eern'd to approve themſelves Faithful to their 
Cod? or to ſecure, much leſs increaſe their Re- 
ward? that they fink immediately under any 
Pain or Sickneſs, are paſſionate with their 
Friends, and repine againft Providence, wiſhing 


themſelves out of the World every Moment, yet 
make no Preparation againft that Judgment 


which. is to follow? Alas! how foohſhly do ſuch. 
People loſe the: Advantage of their yore Mi- 


— 


Oo 
ſcries ; and add to thoſe which they are to ſuffer 8 
hereafter. © | 21019 ent ar val 
3. If we are more faithful to God, the bettet 
that we bear Afffictions; and if the greater thoſe 
Afflictions are, the greater ſhall our Reward be. 
Then the Miſeries which good Men ſuffer are the] 
ſigns of God's Favour ; and the not ſuffering any 
at all, ought to ſtartle the Happy, and make 
them ſuſpe& and be afraid of this ſeeming Indul. 
gence: of God And if this be ſo, it alſo fol- 
lows, that we ſhould by no means cenſure thoſe 
for ill Men, whom we ſee expos'd to great Ca- 
lamities; or be doubtful of our own Salvation, if 
we fall into the ſame. But always take care to 
ſuffer according to the Will of God; and then 
that Righteous God ſhall be our Shield now, and 
our exceeding great Reward hereafter. 
'> Laſtly, If God has graciouſly made known to 
us thele things by repeated Commands, and en- 
ford d them, by fetting excellent Examples off 
Holy Men before us; Let us conſider both at- 
tentively, for the Comfort of our Sorrows ; and i 


the support of our Fidelity. 0 
Particularly, Let us frequently refte&, upon 
that great Example, which God in mercy #0 16 
ſet many Years before us; but now in mercy u 
bim, hath taken to his [Reward : Let him be 
frequently the subject of our Diſcoarſe; and oſt- 
ner the Subject of our Meditation: And to „ 
end, 


(a5) 
end, let us recolle& whatever we can, to form 
his 8 Character, and ſtrengthen aud perpetu- 
ate his Memory in us : This I ſhall endeavour 


dd aſfiſt you in, with that Plainneſs and Integrity 


which diſtinguiſſid him ſo remarkably. 

How early did he begin to be uſeful to the 
World! And to ſhew himſelf a faithful Servant 
to God, by improving thoſe Talents, thoſe great 
Endowments, which he had entruſted him withal. 


I He had no ſooner laid in great Store of Learning 


«8 ofall ſorts, but he began to impart it to others; 
and was moſt Faithful in the Diſcharge' of his 
Wn Iruft as a Tutor; happy were thoſe who had 


the advantage of being under his Care and In- 


ſtruction, and of having their Minds and their 
Manners form'd by him. By his Induſtry and 
Lucceſs in this Station, he not only maintain'd 


the Reputation of his College ꝰ, but rais'd his own · in | 


College, 


„to a very great height; and upon all Publick Oc- er 


caſions (to which he was frequently call d) be- 
came à Credit to that great and famous Univer- 
ty it ſelf. - f 8 

When he remov'd to Town, he was ſoon re- 
markable for juſtneſs of Method, Firmneſs of 
Connexion, cloſe and ſolid Reaſon, in all his Di- 


ſcourſes. 5 


He was always a diligent Purſuer of his Ar- 
gument; follow'd Truth upon the View; and 
never ceas d till he had brought it home to his 

1 Hearers, 
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Hearers, and put them in full Poſſeſſion of it; 


and what contributed much to this, was, the i 


Plainneſs and Force of his Expreſſion and Deli. 
very, which gave a Dignity and Authority to all 
that he ſaid ; ſo that every Body went home ei- 
ther Convinc'd or Informd. „nnd 
Agreeable to this was the manner of his Con- 
verſation, Eaſie, Friendly, and Inſtructive; glad- 
ly would he hear other Peoples Opinions, and 
freely communicate his own : The Friendſhip he 
profeſs d he always made good; the Integrity 
of his Soul appear'd in all his Words and Adi- 
ons; Juſtice and Uprightneſs were remarkable 
in all his. Dealings, and in all he ſaid Frutk and 
Nature were immediately viſible, without the 
leaft Diſguiſe. n | STE TOTES. © N10! 
The greatneſs of his Charity makes his Loſs 
more univerſal ; for tho expos d to ſo much Pain 
and Affliction himſelf, yet he always took care to 
make the Orphan ready ta periſl, bleſs bim; and the ih 
Widows heart to ſing for joy: Belides what he coud 
not help being known, he diſpogd of large Sums 
in private: His blameleſs Integrity abhorr'd the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of Oſtentation, and dreaded no- 
thing more than the vile Reward of having Glo- 
74 Men. Matt. 6. 2. 
This Integrity was well ſupported by a natural 
Courage and greatneſs of Mind: Both which 
* | | made 
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made him adhere fteadily and faithfully to the 


fundamental Doctrins and Worſhip of that Church, 
to which he had long been a 1 Strength and 
ornament: And might have been ſo 

nad not God in his Wiſdom thought fitting, to 
make him uſeful to the World in another man- 


„ much more, 


ner, as an Example not only of Patience, but of 
Cheerfulneſs; under continual Weakneſs, and 


moſt painful Diſtempers for near twenty Tears 


How many Difeaſes try d him in their turns, 


but ſtill found him immovable: When the Gout, 


Cholick, Rheumatiſm, Dropſy and the Stone at- 


© rack'd him ſucceſſively, and many of them toge- 


f 
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ways faithful to | t w. nat 
Nupheld him ſo long! but the Example of a Cru- 
cify'd Jeſus? how often muſt he have ſet this be- 


ther; when ſo many Arrows ſtuck faſt in him, and 
Gods Hand preſs'd bim ſo very ſore: yet ſtill he 


held fall his Integrity; and not only ſupported, 
but conquer'd them all. 7 4 
What was it enabled him to do ſo, but a juſt 
ſenſe of that Integrity? and of his having been al- 

6 and Man? What was it that 


fore him? how well muſt he have ſtudied his Sa- 


viour's Sufferings, who was ſo very able to bear 
his own ? NY 

Thus after he had been many Years a Spectacle 
to Men and Angels; of Human Miſery, and 
Chriſtian Fortitude, God took this Servant mw 


An 


'(r2$)) 
bad been ſo faithful to him faitbfel to ſuch a 
Death, ta give bam A Cn of Lafe,. ' 
Let his Memory healways precious to us, and 
is great Example ſtill preſent to us: and fince 


Ith and Strength, and every thing of this 


World, is 0 uncertain; let us implore th aſſiſt 


ance of the Divine Goadnefs, that we may be al. 
ways faithful to qur God; whatever we are to 
do, or ſuffer:: Ves O Bleſſed Jefu ! whatever 


thy Providence ordains for us, let thy awa glo- 


* * % ” 


Wc 
CE 2 
. l 


A NY. — r — — 
| . . f 4 = 1 

v3 chid-before.the; QUEEN; the 

þ > firſt on March 19th,at Sr. Jamwess: Th other al 


W 1paſor, Sept. 14. 1707. Both by J. Adams P. D. - Print- 
ed for 57 Boche 8 J. 8 wh | -C 100 


| 
| 
| 


